UNITED STATES SENATE 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY 
August 31, 1954 


Attached is a list of all bills approved by the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture and Forestry during the 83d Congress. 


A total of 196 bills, including 160 Senate bills and 15 resolutions 
and 21 House bills and joint resolutions, were referred to the Committee dur- 
ing the 03d Congress. Of these, the Committee reported 59 and 43 were enacted 
into law. 


The Committee considered 47 nominations during the Congress, includ- 
ing the Secretary, Under Secretary and five Assistant Secretaries of Agri- 
culture. Nominations to the newly-created Farm Credit Board were among those 
considered. All nominations were reported favorably and confirmed. 


During the First Session, the Committee conducted 60 days of hearings 
and held 23 executive meetings. During the Second Session, the Committee 
conducted 40 days of hearings and met in executive session 29 times, making 
ea total of 100 days of hearings and 52 executive sessions during the 83d Congress. 


In addition to handling specific legislation, the Committee held a 
series of hearings on foreign trade in agricultural commodities during the 
First Session. This laid the groundwork for future legislation, since foreign 
trade in agricultural products and our policies with respect to it have a 
profound effect on our domestic agricultural program, The testimony has been 
published in five volumes, 


Hearings were held in both sessions on the importation of wheat 
classified as "unfit for human consumption". The hearings brought forth 
testimony showing that small quantities of Canadian damaged wheat had been 
brought into this country prior to 1950, but that during the years 1950, 1951 
and 1952, over 60 million bushels of wheat classified as "wheat unfit for 
human consumption" had been imported into the United States. It was made 
evident that this wheat imported during the past three years into the United 
States on a tariff loophole displaced the sale of good United States wheat, 
thereby depressing prices and making our import quota limitations ineffective, 
As a result of these hearings and investigations by the Department of Agri- 
culture, large importations of feed wheat have ceased and normal amounts are 
now being imported for legitimate purposes. Criminal and civil action has 
been taken against the importers who were converting such wheat to human use 
and to export under the International Wheat Agreement. 





LIST OF BILLS ACTED ON BY SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND 


FORESTRY - 83a CONGRESS 


S. 725 --- National Survey of forest resources extended to incl 
Alaska and other territories and possessions. Approved August ©, 1953. 
(Public Law 224) 


H.R. 2458 (S. 731) --- Authorizes the transfer of certain land at 
Cherry Point, North Carolina. Approved August 8, 1953. (Public Law 234) 


H.R. 3107 (S. 894) --- Provides for the conveyance of certain 


national forest land in Basalt, Colorado. Approved August 8, 195 


Le 
(Public Law 233) 


S. 1152 --- Extends for a period of 5 years the authority of the 
Secretary of Agriculture to make loans to fur farmers. Approved August 13, 1953. 
(Public Law 255) 


H.R. 3480 (Ss. 1207) --- Extends until December 31, 1955, the period for 
which foreign agricultural workers may be made available for employment in the 
United States. Approved August 8, 1953. (Public Law 237) 


S. l276 --- Amends title I of the Bankhend-Jones Farm Tenant Act 
to permit increased interest rates and second mortgage loans. pproved 
July 22, 1954. (Public Law 521) 


S. 1307 --- Extends the authority of the Federal Crop Insurance: 
Corporation to expand the crop insurance program into additional counties. 
Approved August 13, 1953. (Public Lew 261) 


S. 1381 --- Permits the Commodity Credit Corporation to rotate its 
stocks of commodities to prevent deterioration and for other reasons. 
Approved July 29, 1954. (Public Law 554) 

S. 1386 --- Adds coffee to the list of commodities covered by the 
Commodity Exchange Act. Referred to House Committee on Agriculture February 
12, 1954. 


S. 1399 --- Authorizes sale of certain improvem s on forest lands 
to the Selt River Valley Water Users Association at their fuir appraised 
‘alue, the proceeds to be used for a Forest Service ranger Li 


Approved June 18, 1954. (Public Law 401) 


S. 1400 --- Permits the Secretary of Agriculture to release 
reversionary rights in and to a tract of land located in Wake County, North 
Carolina. Approved June 21, 1954. (Public Law 428) 


H.R. 4353 (S. 1505) --- Reorganizes the Farm Credit Administration 
to provide increased farmer participation in management, and to make it an 
independent agency under a Federal Farm Credit Board. Approved August 6, 1953. 
(Public Law 202) 





S. 1577 --- Authorizes the exchange of town lands for forest lands 


County, Colorado. Referred to House Committee on Agriculture January 


S. 1679 --- Consolidates and simplifies agricultural extension 
service authorizations. Approved June 26, 1953. (Public Law 83) 


S. 1990 --- Would provide subpena power for "investigations" (now 
limited to "proceedings") under the Commodity Exchange Act, and provide for 
injunctions against violations of the Act. Referred to House Committee on 
Agriculture February 12, 1954. 


S. 2055 --- Provides for the control of scrapie and blue tongue in 
sheep, and incipient or potentially serious minor outbreaks of diseases of 
animals. Approved August 8, 1953. (Public Law 227) 


H.R. 5451 (S. 2099) --- Provides for 62 million acre minimum wheat 
allotment for 1954 and for wheat marketing penalty equal to 45% of the parity 
price. Approved July 14, 1953. (Public Law 117) 


S. elle --- Frovides for the transfer of price-support wheat tc 
Pakistan to relieve femine, the proceeds from the sale of part of such wheat 
in Pakistan being used for benefit of people of Pakistan and other programs 


of mutual interest. Approved June 25, 1953. (Public Law 77) 


S. 21603 --- Authorizes the transfer of cotton field station near 
Statesville, North Carolina to the State of North Carolina. Approved 
August 13, 1953. (Public Law 205) 


S. 2249 --- Authcrizes the President to use surplus agricultural 
comiodities to assist in meeting famine or other urgent relief requirements 
of nations and peoples friendly to the United States. Approved August 7, 1953. 
(Public Law 216) 


H.R. 6054 (S. 2267) --- Provides for additional emergency assistance 
to farmers and stockmen throvgh economic disaster loans in production disaster 
areas, special sivestock loans, and feed and seed assistance. Approved 
July 14, 1953. (Public Law 115) 


S. 23135 --- Adds wool to the list of cawmodities covered by the 
Commodity Exchange Act. Referred to House Committee on Agriculture 
Veoruary 12, 1954. The substance of this bill was passed as part of H.R. 9680, 
vhe Agricultural Act of 1954. 


S. 2307 --- Authorizes the Department of Agriculture to contract 
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for general research work. Approved July 28, 1954. (Public Law 545) 


S. 240 --- Authorizes bonding of packers. Reported to Senate with 
an umendment January 11, 1954. 

S. 2475 ««» (The Agricultural ‘trade Development and Assistance Act 
of 1954) provides until June 390, 1957, for the sale of surplus agricultural 
commodities for foreign currencies and for the transfer of surplus agricultural 
commodities to friendly nations for famine and other relief, and contains 
various permanent provisions for the use of agricultural commodities for domes- 
tic and foreign relief and for barter for strategic materials. Approved 
July 10, 1954. (Public Law 480) 
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S. 2548 --- Provides for improved administration of national forest 
and certain Bankhead-Jones Act lands by providing encouragement for range 
improvement by permittees, compensation for such improvements lost through 
Government action or transfer of the permit, regulations governing base 
property standards and transfer of permits, procedures for review of depart- 
mental decision, and wultiple-use advisory boards. Referred to House Com- 
mittee on Agriculture April 8, 1954. 


- 6788 (S. 2549) --- (The Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention 
Act) provi on for technical and financial assistance to State and local agencies 
in undertaking flood-prevention work and agricultural phases of water management 
in watersheds and subwater sheds. Approved August 4, 1954. (Public Law 566) 


S. 2503 --- Frovides indemnities for persons whose swine were 
destroyed in July, 1952, (prior to the beginning of the Federal-State indemnity 
program) because of infeotion or exposure to vesicular exyanthema. Approved 
July 27, 1954. (Public Law 535) 


H.R. 6665 (S. 2643) --- Increases the 1954 national cotton ecreage 
allotment from 17,910,448 to 21,000,000 acres, Bi (1) 315,000 acres allocated 
one-half to Arizona, sueiomiaxe and New Mexico, and one-half to the remain- 
ing States (with certain exceptions), (2) 59,374 acres to provide each State 
with at least 66 percent of its 1952 acreage, and (3) 4,968 acres to give 
Florida special relief, making the total acreage to be allotted el, 379, 342 
acres. Also provided for distribution of the additional acreage allotted, 
made other changes in the cotton quota law, provided increased allotments 
for types of wheat in short supply (durum), and permitted section 32 operations 
for Irish potatoes. Approved January 30, 1954. (Public Law 290) 


S. 2714 --- Increases Commodity Credit Corporation borrowing 
authority to $8,500,000,000 (from $6,750,000,000). Approved March 20, 
(Public Law 312) 


S. 2715 ---Provides a statutory penalty for "excess" peanuts 
picked or threshed in violation of producer's agreement. Referred to 
louse Committee on Agriculture June 3, 1954. 
2(o0 --- Consent Oo Southeastern Interstate Forest Fire Protection 
Compact. pproved July 27, 195 (Public Law 536) 


S. 2911 --- Provides price support for wool and mohair through 
payments and other methods at levels necessary to obtain desired production. 
Referred to House Committee on Agriculture April 28, 1954. The substance 
of this bill was passed as part of H.R. 9680, the Agricultural Act of 1954. 


S. 2987 --- Provides for transfer of hay and pasture seeds by the 


Commodity Credit Corporation to certain agencies administeriag grazing lands. 
Approved July 26, 1954. (Public Law 52!) 


3050 +---Increases marketing penalty for tobacco to 50 percent 
(from LO percent) of the average market price for the preceding marketing 
year. Approved June 22, 1954. (Public Law 425) 





H.R. 9680 (S. 3052) --- (The Agricultural Act of 1954) provides 
support at 824 to 90 percent of parity for the 1955 crops of the basic agri- 
cultural commodities, provides an incentive support program for wool, and 
makes numerous other changes in the law with respect to price support, use 
of diverted acres, disposition of surplus commodities, quotas and acreage 
allotments, marketing agreements and orders, 80il conservation, and agricultural 
attaches. Approved August 28, 1954, (Public Law 690) 


Se 3137 --- Extends the benefits of the Water Facilities Act 
(previously limited to the arid and semi-arid areas) to the entire United States, 
Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands, changes the limitation 
of $100,000 for any one project to a limitation of $25,000 on the indebtedness 
of any individual and $250,000 on the indebtedness of any corporation or 
agency, provides for loans for general soil and water conservation work, 
and provides for a program of insured loans in addition to direct loans. 
Approved August 17, 1954. (Public Law 597) 


S. 3207 --- Removes the $10 limit on fees for registration of 
comnission merchants and floor brokers under the Commodity Exchange Act. 
Referred to House Committee on Agriculture June 8, 1954. 


S. 3245 --- Authorizes until June 30, 1955, up to $15,000,000 in 
emergency loans to farmers and stockmen in areas where other credit is 
temporarily not available. Approved August 31, 1954. (Public Law 727) 


Se 3339 --- Authorizes the Farm Credit Administration to make land 
bank commissioner type loans until June 30, 1959. Referred to House Committee 
on Agriculture July 19, 1954. 


S. 3437 --- Permits the Central and regional banks for cooperatives 
to issue consolidated debentures. Approved August 23, 1954. (Public Law 630) 


S. 3601 --- Authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to extend 
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certain timber-cutting rights of the M.R. Prestridge Lumber Company for 5 years. 
Approved August 31, 1954. (Private Law 949) 


Commodity Credit Corporation 


H.R. 9756 (S. 3686) --- Increases 
om $8, 500,000,000). Approved August 


a 
borrowing authority to $10,000,000,000 (f 
31, 1954. (Public Law 754 


e€ 
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S. 3097 --- Authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to cooperate 
with Canada and Mexico in controlling incipient or emergency outbreaks in 
those countries of insect pests or plant diseases. Approved August 13, 1954. 
(Public Law 586) 


S. 3774 --- Extends the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention 
Act to Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico. Referred to House Committee on 
Agriculture August 16, 1954. 


S. 3800 --- Prohibits the introduction of cattle which have been 
infested with or exposed to ticks into the Virgin Islands, except from the 
British Virgin Islands for slaughter; and restores the authority of the 
Secretary of Agriculture to prohibit the introduction of live poultry into 
the Virgin Islands to prevent the spread of disease. Passed Senate August 
10, 1954, 





SeJ. Res, 119 e-- Validates conveyance of a 40 acre tract in 
Okaloosa County, Florida. Approved June 18, 1954. (Public Law 425) 


Hed. Res. 355 (S.J. Res. 121) --- Permits continuation of the 
Mexican farm labor recruitment program in the absence of agreement with Mexico. 
Approved March 16, 1954. (Pubic Law 309) 


H.J. Res. 458 (S.J. Res. 134) --- Authorizes the Secretary of Agri- 
culture to quitclaim certain retained rights in land to the Board of Education 
of Irwin County, Georgia. Approved July 2, 1954. (Public Law 473) 


H.R. 107 -=- Authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to consent to 
the transfer of the site of the original Fort Buford, North Dakota, to the 
State of North Dakota, Approved June 18, 1954. (Public Law 409) 


I,R. 3097 --- Provides for the transfer of certain land in Napa 
County, California, to the University of California. /pproved dune 28, 1954. 
(Public Law 430) 


H.R. 4017 --- Provides for the conveyance of certain land and 
improvements to the England Special School District, Arkansas, Approved August 
31, 1954. (Public Law 739) 


H.R. 4928 --= Authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to convey 
certain land to the city of Clifton, New Jersey. Approved July 27, 1954. 
(Public Law 541) 


1,8, 6263 --- Authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to convey 
certain lands to the Rotary Club of Ketchikan, Alaska. Approved July 26, 1954. 
(Public Law 525) 


H.R. 6393 «-= Consents to the South Central Interstate Forest Fire 
Protection Compact. Approved August 2, 1954, (Public Law 642) 


H.R. 6435 «== Includes onions and coffee in the list of commodities 
nt 


covered by the Commodity Exchange Act. Passed Senate with amendments June 


18, 1954. 





